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all his absurdities & brutalities, more than
they had blown up the bladder of his fame
before.

I lost iny old friend, & your late acquaint-
ance, Lord Dacre, in January. He made a
most reasonable will; & Lady Dacre has
deserved it by her kindness to his children,
who both live with her,

The Catalogue of the Duchess of Port-
land's collection is come out. The Auction
begins on the 24th, Out of 88 days there
are but 8 that exhibit anything but shells,
ores, fossils, birds' eggs, & natural History.
And in the eight days there are hundreds
of old fashioned Snuffboxes that were her
mother's, who wore three different every
week;l <fe they probably will sell for little
more than the weight of the Gold. I onoe
asked the Duchess to let me see them ; &,
after two Drawersfull, I begged to see no
more; they were so ugly. Madame de
Luxembourg has as many, but much finer
(& [more] beautifull. The Hamilton Vase is

1 Margaret, the wite of the second Dtike of Portland, was
the daughter and heiress of the second Earl of Oxford.hasing the celebrated diamond necklace for the Countess de
